May 17, 1956

Dr, Lee Dufiridge
Presgident, Californie Institute of Techmolopy
Pagadens h California

Dear Dr, DuBridre:

The Hew York Times, some weeks ago, carried an accourt of a talk
you pave (I think in San Francisco) vhich was critieal of emphasis
on space research end devolopment at the exvense of other aspects
of our national I1ifs. What I gould rend about it irs so refrashing
in contrast to the flovw of nonsense we have been expoeed to—— I am
moved Yo ask vhether you have & copy of your whole text that you mirht
let me have to reand.

I've just returned f'rom a conferance on 'Possible Uses of Rarth Satel-
lites in Life Sclences'’ and was impressed and disturbed by the axtent
to vhich manned apaceflirht has been accepted as an end-ineitsell vithout
regard to the inherent values, in various spheres, of the missions them-
selvea. That this conference wes eponsored by the AIB3, IAS and (mceording
to the amnouncement) ISP may strengthen the impression that therebis
unmitigated sclentifie support for this particular approach to the explore-
dlon of extra=terrestrial sapace, and for its Lmvense part in our total
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